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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 5, 12 and 14 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Richter et al. (USPN 6,363,587) in view of Kato (USPN 5,926,926). 

Richter et al. disclose a composite tape in a roll form (Figure 2) which a closure tab for 
disposable articles can be cut (Column 1, lines 4-6) comprising a fastening tape (Figure 3, #30) 
comprising a backing film having a fastening surface (Figure 3, #33 and 36), the backing film 
having a bonding extension section (Figure 3, #7) and an engaging extension section (Figure 3, 
#39), wherein the bonding extension section attaches the fastening tape to a disposable absorbent 
article (Column 4, lines 25 - 27) and mechanical fastening elements, hooks (Column 4, lines 46 
-51), projecting from the backing film at the engaging extension section (Figures 3 and 4, #31) 
and comprising a release tape comprising a backing layer (Figure 3, #47) and an adhesive layer 
(Figure 3, #44) wherein the fastening tape is releasably attached to the release tape (Column 5, 
lines 1 1 - 12) as in claims 1 and 16. With regard to claims 2-4, the fastening tape further 
comprises an adhesive layer that extends continuously along the entire backing layer (Figure 3, 
#36), is in contact with the fastening surface of the backing layer (Figure 3, #33) and adheres to 
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the bonding extension section of the backing film (Figure 4, #35). The backing film further 
comprises an intermediate section (Figure 3, #34) positioned between the bonding extension 
section, which attaches to the disposable absorbent article (Column 4, lines 25 - 27), and the 
engaging extension section as in claims 5 and 12. As in claims 14 and 15, the release tape has an 
outer fold and an inner fold (Figure 3, #41 and 42), and the outer fold has a plurality of 
perforations for releasing the fastening tape from the release tape (Column 5, lines 15-19) 
However, Richter et al. fail to disclose the backing layer of the release tape entirely covering the 
mechanical fastener material of the fastening tape. 

Kato teaches a backing layer of the release tape entirely covering the mechanical fastener 
material of the fastening tape (Figure 6, #30) as part of a composite in a roll form (Figure 7) for 
the purpose of forming a disposable absorbent article that has release tapes in the closed position 
in order to facilitate packing of the articles (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's 
invention was made to have provided the backing layer of the release tapes covering the 
mechanical fasteners in Richter et al. in order to form a disposable absorbent article that has 
release tapes in the closed position in order to facilitate packing of the articles as taught by Kato. 

3. Claims 6, 7 and 9 - 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Richter et al. (USPN 6,363,587) in view of Kato (USPN 5,926,926) as applied to claims 1 - 5, 12 
and 14 - 16 above, and further in view of Alberg et al. (USPN 6,526,631). 
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Richter et al., as modified with Kato, disclose the claimed composite tape forming 
closure tabs for disposable articles above except for the intermediate section being extensible, at 
least one of the backing film and the backing layer comprises a non-woven polymeric film, an 
extensible composite or a textile. 

Alberg et al. teach a composite tape forming closure tabs for disposable articles (Column 
11, line 2) having intermediate section being extensible (Column 11, lines 34 - 36), at least one 
of the backing film and the backing layer comprises a non-woven polymeric film, an extensible 
composite or a textile (Column 11, lines 32 - 36) for the purpose of forming a mechanical 
fastener tape tab laminate that remains in a folded position (Column 2, lines 25-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's 
invention was made to have provided the extensible intermediate section formed of polymeric 
non-woven film or textile in the modified Richter et al. in order to form a mechanical fastener 
tape tab laminate that remains in a folded position as taught by Alberg et al. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Richter et al. 
(USPN 6,363,587) in view of Kato (USPN 5,926,926) as applied to claims 1 - 5, 12 and 14 - 16 
above, and further in view of Pape et al. (USPN 4,726,971). 



Richter et al., as modified with Kato, disclose the claimed composite tape forming 
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closure tabs for disposable articles above except at least one of the backing film and backing 
layer comprises paper. 

Pape et al. teach a composite tape forming closure tabs for disposable articles (Column 1, 
lines 7-9) having at least one of the backing film and backing layer comprises paper (Column 
3, lines 3-5) for the purpose of forming closures for disposable diapers (Column 2, lines 9 - 
10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's 
invention was made to have provided the paper backing film in the modified Richter et al. in 
order to form closures for disposable diapers as taught by Pape et al. 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Richter et al. 
(USPN 6,363,587) in view of Kato (USPN 5,926,926) as applied to claims 1 - 5, 12 and 14 - 16 
above, and further in view of Borgers et al. (USPN 4,795,456). 

Richter et al., as modified with Kato, disclose the claimed composite tape forming 
closure tabs for disposable articles above except the bonding section is weld to the disposable 
absorbent article. 

Borgers et al. teach a composite tape forming closure tabs for disposable articles (Column 
1, lines 8-10) where the bonding section is weld to the disposable absorbent article (Column 3, 
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lines 54 - 56) for the purpose of forming a tab that provides stabilizing means for preventing 
premature extension of an extensible diaper tab (Column 1, lines 42 - 45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's 
invention was made to have provided the bonding section welded to the disposable absorbent 
article in the modified Richter et al. in order to form a tab that provides stabilizing means for 
preventing premature extension of an extensible diaper tab as taught by Borgers et al. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Nordmeyer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1496. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 7:00-4:30 & alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Y. Pyon can be reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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